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From: Harry To: Evelyn June 1st, 1942 
The letter sent to Evelyn from a 
soldier named Harry is dated June 
1st, 1942. The date is around the 
middle of World War II. It had been 
only a few months since the United 
States officially joined the war after 
the Pearl Harbor bombing in 
December 1941. Harry mentions that 
he is stationed in Mississippi. But I 
couldn’t figure out where in 
Mississippi because he never 
mentions it in this letter. He also 
doesn’t use official camp stationary because the paper looks quite 
plain. But I read on to his next few letters and in some of those he 
wrote on Camp Shelby paper. Maybe the letter I’m transcribing was 
also on Camp Shelby paper and the scanner just cut off the top. To 
the left is page one of the letter. 
The way he describes his camp, he makes it sound very populated 
and big. When I looked up the information on Camp Shelby, I found 
out that Camp Shelby was and is one of the largest state owned 
training facility for military training. He also mentions in the letter 
that there might have been about 60,000 people stationed there, 
proving it was very populated. To the right is an image of Camp 
Shelby circa 1941. 
From the beginning, sarcasm is used a lot. When talking about 
where he was stationed, instead of telling her directly how horrible 
the weather and the conditions were, he talks about how lucky he 
would have been if he were stationed someplace nice. That made his 
current conditions seem worse than how it might have been. That is 
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also the use of pathos to make 
her sympathize with him. He also 
uses the phrase “among the elite” 
to be sent to Mississippi. 
Ironically, we usually associate 
the word “elite” with something 
positive but in this situation 
because he makes Mississippi 
sound awful. 
Also to gain sympathy from Evelyn, it seems like he contrasted 
things a lot in his letter. For example, he called Colorado and 
California nice and cool, but called Mississippi “Scorched earth.” He 
again used sarcasm when he talked about women because he said 
you are more likely to find women at a boy’s school than at his 
station. He also explained a lot of his activities by comparing them 
to worse things. When he said that he was really tired, he said it 
was nothing like a three-mile hike he missed on Thursday. 
When I looked up what Boy’s 
Town was, it was a school for 
homeless or troubled men. It was 
started by a priest in early 1900′s 
and eventually grew to be its own 
little village in Nebraska. I assume he knew about Boy’s Town 
because I learned that he is from Iowa, a neighboring state to 
Nebraska. It was quite popular in the 30′s. There is even an 
Academy Award winning movie about it. To the left is a logo of Boy's 
Town. 
He goes on saying that he was losing his fetishism for cleanliness 
because it seemed impossible to stay clean. Which might have been 
very much the truth because they were living in tents and that 
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made it really difficult for him to keep it clean. Especially when they 
trained a lot and would bring all that dirt into their tents. I’m also 
assuming that in 1942, they didn’t have a lot of cleaning supplies 
laying around. Washing machines and hot showers were probably 
very difficult to access around a military camp in the 1940s. 
The overall purpose of the letter seemed like it was just to vent. He 
probably didn’t complain about camp with other soldiers. He 
needed to get his frustration with the camp out somehow and he 
found an excellent way to do so by writing to Evelyn. He was hoping 
to get sympathy from Evelyn after telling her his conditions. 
Harry didn’t mention Evelyn’s last name or who she was to him. It 
sounds like they were very good friends but not lovers because of 
the way he seemed in the letter. Especially when he said there were 
no women around. He wouldn’t have said that if they were lovers. It 
hints at how he might have still been looking for his. He didn’t 
make himself look very heroic. Instead most of the letter sounds like 
complains, something you might tell your close friend, someone you 
wouldn’t mind looking bad in front of. He said he missed the three-
mile hike, which also doesn’t sound very manly. Evelyn also seemed 
to know that he was a neat freak, which would suggest that they 
would have to have been somewhat close. Even after he mentioned 
how he missed the hike, he went on to tell her how he took some 
tests but he may not have done well on those either. He would not 
not have mentioned those negative things to someone he wanted to 
impress. I looked on to some of his other letters. In one of the other 
letters, he wrote her full name, Evelyn Corrie. Evelyn Corrie was 
very easy to find because she ended up being somewhat of a mini 
celebrity later in her life. Whether her and Harry were lovers or not, 
she certainly did not end up marrying him because she married her 
childhood sweetheart. 
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Harry didn’t sign his letters with 
a last name. I wanted to find out 
more about Harry and who he 
was from the beginning. I googled 
the scrapbook and the Iowa 
Heritage website shows that there 
are two men called Harry who were in that scrapbook. Assuming 
that the website is right, I couldn’t just go with one or the other 
since the last name is never signed. But I went back to the DIY page 
with all her WWII scrapbook things, I noticed that 
Harry Schlichting’s picture is right before my letter. That is why I’m 
assuming that the Harry who wrote to her was Harry Schlichting. I 
also later found out it was surely Schlichting because the original 
scrapbook scans show his name under each of his letters. When I 
googled the name Harry Schlichting, a lot of 
different ones come up. But since it says 
Tripoli on the picture, there seems to be 
only one Harry Schlichting in Tripoli, IA. 
That Harry was born in 1919 and died very 
young at the age of 44 in 1964. To the left is 
a screen shot of the website with all the 
names of people Evelyn corresponded. To 
the right is an image of Harry Schlichting on 
the scrapbook. 
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